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Symphony presents ‘Halloween Spooktacular’

T

By Katie Crenshaw

he Mid-Columbia Symphony will
continue its 75th-anniversary
season with “Halloween Spooktacular”
at Hanford High School on November 2
at 7:30 p.m. This concert will feature
the musicians and their conductor,
Nicholas Wallin, dressed in costume
and performing spine-tingling and bonechilling symphonic works that provoke
the hysteria and excitement that
Halloween brings each fall.
Come in costume and participate in
the Mid-Columbia Symphony Costume
Contest! Prizes for best costume will
be announced from the stage after
intermission.
Halloween Spooktacular includes the
terror-inducing piece, “Night on Bald
Mountain,” by Russian composer
Modest Mussorgsky. Made popular by
its feature in Disney’s Fantasia, this
frighteningly artistic piece was completed by Mussorgsky on June 23,
1867, just 12 days after he began
composing it! Originally called St
John’s Night on the Bald Mountain, this
work is a tone poem depicting a

witches’ Sabbath on St. John’s Eve,
the very night (June 23) when he
finished it.
A Halloween season classic,
Funeral March of a Marionette was
written and orchestrated by Charles
Gounod in 1879. This short, quirky
piece is best known as the theme
music for the television program “Alfred
Hitchcock Presents. It begins with
strings narrating a duel between
marionettes. One of the puppets is
killed and there is soon a procession
of pallbearers marching to the cemetery. The main melody is sung by the
clarinet. After a while, a few of the
puppets leave this march for refreshment at a tavern and then fall back in
line as this perky but eerie piece
draws to a close.
Camille Saint-Saens finished
composing his Opus 40, Danse
Macabre in 1874. It is based on an old
French superstition and poem written
by Henri Cazalis. Danse Macabre is
also called The Dance of Death, and
according to the superstition, “Death”
appears at midnight every year on

Halloween and plays his fiddle to
awake the dead from their graves. His
skeletons dance for him until the break
of dawn, when they return to their
graves until the next Halloween. This
piece is sure to bring out ghosts and
goblins and all things that go bump in
the night!
These three dreadfully amazing
works will be featured along with other
popular selections from Psycho, Harry
Potter, Batman, and Phantom of the
Opera.
This concert will be performed at
Hanford High School instead of
Richland High for this concert only.
Tickets and space are limited, so
purchase as soon as possible!
Tickets to Halloween Spooktacular
start at just $10. They may be purchased at the Mid-Columbia Symphony Office in Richland, by phone at
(509) 943-6602, or online at
midcolumbiasymphony.org.
Katie Crenshaw is business manager for the Mid-Columbia Symphony

Clore Center to host Wine Country Bridal Showcase this month
Organizers plan to make the
showcase an annual event
IOn Oct. 19, the Walter Clore Wine
and Culinary Center in Prosser will
host vendors, brides and grooms for
the center’s first Wine Country Bridal
Showcase. This casually elegant event
showcases the beauty and amenities
of Prosser, Grandview and Sunnyside
to couples who are looking for the
perfect wine-country destination for
their upcoming wedding.
“While there are excellent bridal
events in both the Tri-Cities and
Yakima, we felt that the cities in
between have so much to offer that
they deserve a showcase of their own,”
said Stephanie Brown, director of
Events and Marketing at the Clore
Center. “Wine country and elegantrustic weddings are very on trend at
Photo by Nyce Photography
the moment, and our area is a perfect
hidden gem for Washington brides and
grooms looking for a unique, authentic
take on that aesthetic.”
The event will run from noon to 5
p.m. and feature the opportunity to
browse and chat with wedding-related
vendors from across the region who
serve Prosser, Grandview and
Sunnyside.
Tickets are available online at
theclorecenter.org at $10 per person
when purchased in advance, or $15 per
person at the door. Wine and small
bites will be available for purchase
during the event, and guests will leave
with all the information they need to
plan their perfect day.
For more information about the
Walter Clore Center, visit
Several areas of the Walter Clore center, both inside and out, are ideal for wedding
theclorecenter.org or call (509) 7861000/
events of any size, including this spacing tasting-room area.
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